
 

  

I cannot believe we are through our first 
semester already!  It has been a wonderful 
year so far and students are working hard!  
A highlight so far this year for me has 
been seeing our outstanding teachers 
using all of the technology purchased by 
the PTA.  I am also proud of our Read 
Naturally program and the implementation 
of the Excel block in many of our grade 
levels. 
 

Bus Safety and Behavior  

It is very important that students are 
extremely careful on and around the 
buses!  One of the danger areas is on the 
island when students are getting on the 
bus in the afternoon.  Students who ride 
the buses home need to line up behind the 
cones well away from the bus loop and 
wait for the driver to let them on the bus.  
This helps ease the congestion around the 
bus loop and makes it safer. 

Good behavior on the bus is also 
extremely important. Students should 
behave on the bus and be courteous to 
the driver.  There will be no tolerance for 
students who act inappropriately by 

pushing, shoving, behaving disrespectfully 
or using unacceptable language. 

I hope that parents who are at the bus 
stop when kids get on and off the busses 
will help monitor the safety of all students.  
Remember, it takes a village.  Please 
report any inappropriate behavior to me. 
 

Parking Lot Safety  

PLEASE use the white-painted crosswalk 
before and after school in the parking lot.  
It gets very dangerous out there! 

I know the parking lot gets crowded, but 
parking in the Cornerstone Preschool lot 
and having students walk across the street 
without a parent assisting them is not 
safe.  There have already been some 
close calls.  My preference is that ALL 
parents pick up their children in front of the 
school. 
 
Thank you  
Thank you for all of the generous 
donations of clothing and other items to 
those in need!  This is an amazing 
community! 
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We hope you had a wonderful holiday season and 

break from school!  

We asked, you responded...and we are listening!!  In 
November, we compiled the results of the PTA survey 
you participated in.  Thank you for taking the time to let us 
know what you are thinking.  A few key things stood out in 
your responses and we are going to make some 
enhancements/changes to meet your requests. 

#1 ï You want to receive the majority of PTA 
communication via email.   We will focus on sending out 
PTA information (important notices, meeting agendas and 
minutes, program information, etc) via email.  If it is 
critical information, you may see it in two forms, but we 
will use email as our primary communication tool.  

#2 ï You are more likely to attend PTA meetings if 
they are in the evening.   We are going to hold our 
February and April meetings at 6:30 pm.  As soon as the 
dates are confirmed, we will let you know.  The March 
and May meetings will be at 3:45 pm.  We are looking 
forward to great attendance!   With this information, we 
will evaluate the best time to schedule our 2012/2013 
PTA meetings. 

#3 ï You are reading the newsletter and you want to 
receive it via email.   You will always receive an email 
with a link to access the newsletter on the PTA website.  
We will save some trees and get you the newsletter in an 
efficient manner each month. 

Entertainment Books are still available.   If you would 
like to purchase one, please send in a check payable to 
Fairmount PTA for $30.  Please include your childôs 
name, grade and teacher.  If you have any questions, 

please contact Kristi Hard at vp@fairmountpta.org.   
 

Volunteer Opportunities  

Thank you to Clare Cantwell and Kellie Offenheiser for 
volunteering to be the Enrichment Program Coordinator 
and the Newsletter Co-Coordinator.  We appreciate your 
willingness to jump in and get involved! 

We still have several key positions open.  Please contact 
Kristi Hard at vp@fairmountpta.org if you have interest in 
or questions about a position. 

¶ Website Coordinator 

¶ Annual 990 Filing for Non-profit Orgs 

¶ Advertising Coordinator for the Newsletter/Directory 

¶ Crossing Guard/Bus Line 

¶ Talent Show Coordinator (someone to shadow this year 

and take over in 2012/13 

¶ Apparel Coordinator ï assist in 2012/13 and take over the 

following year 

 
There will be no PTA meeting in January.  The date of our 
next meeting is not yet scheduled, but plan on a 6:30 pm 
meeting time the beginning of February.  You will receive 
an email as soon as the date is set.  Child watch will be 
provided. 

 
The PTA Board  

A BIG THANK YOU TO:  
 

Terri Kilgroe ï For coordinating the annual 6th grade visit to 
Mountain Vista Nursing Home.  You did a great job! 

Alison Johnson and the Coordinated Healthy Schools 
Team - For coordinating the Second Annual Jingle Bell Run.  
Participation was great and everyone had a fun time! 

Leslie Teteris and the MANY volunteers ï For giving your 
time each week to the Read Naturally program.  Your 
dedication really makes a difference for our kids! 

Kristi Wimbish ï For helping families stay informed by 
keeping the bulletin board current and highlighting critical 
information. 

JANUARY ñ 

Programs to watch for:  

PTA HAPPENINGS  

¶ Talent Show - February 3.  You wonôt 

want to miss it! 

¶ Valentineôs Day - Parties will be 

on February 14 at 2:30 pm. 

¶ Look for yearbooks sales to begin in 

February!  

Fairmount Elementary and Fairmount PTA may not necessarily endorse businesses that advertise herein.  

Please check out our PTA website.     Go to www.fairmountpta.org  to find the calendar for PTA-sponsored 

activities, current and past newsletters, PTA meeting minutes and contact information for Board members.  Please 

take a look and use it as a resource when you need information about PTA. 

mailto:vp@fairmountpta.org
mailto:vp@fairmountpta.org
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With the new year upon us we look ahead to the wonderful learning opportunities that  

students will have.  Teachers think about instructional levels and next steps with your 

children to help them make the most progress they can.  Teachers are also considering 

the assessments that will be given this spring.  We are always wondering, have I 

covered enough information, do the students know how to transfer the information, do they have the 

stamina for a task or an assessment  they will be given?  

Teachers have an important role in student preparation, but we cannot do this without the support of 

families.  I have included some ideas that will support your students in their daily work as well as 

building stamina for those important, more complex learning experiences.  

Students need to be motivated to complete their work and give their best effort at school.  School is 

essentially their ñjobò.  Each day they need to show up, be rested and fed and ready to actively 

participate in their school experience.  Parents can support this by talking positively about school and 

the importance for students to demonstrate their best effort.  If a family values education the student 

will demonstrate that at school.  

Students, even our very young learners, need to know how to advocate for themselves.  If your child is 

struggling with a concept, assignment, organization, or effort, encourage them to talk with their teacher 

about what would help them.  This may take some oral rehearsal with you, but if a child can understand 

and describe to others what supports them in the classroom, they can help create an environment that 

will support them in their educational journey.  This is a skill that can follow them all through school.  

One thing that many students struggle with is stamina.  We all know that when something is hard for us 

we just want it over with.  We may not give it our best effort.  When students are learning new 

information and stretching their ability this can be very difficult.  If a child practices something 

correctly, a little longer (minutes) each day, they can build stamina for task that can be difficult.  What 

does this look like?  Think back to when your children were in Kindergarten.  We asked them to write a 

few words, then a complete sentence and then a few sentences.  This process takes many weeks and 

we start slowly and then add a little bit each day.  At home you can help your child build stamina in the 

same way.  Think about when you read together at night.  At first you may read most or the entire 

story.  Later you may ask your child to read some lines.  Continue to add to your childôs part until the 

majority or all of the reading is done by your child.  The same can be done for any subject.  Figure out, 

through observation, how long your child can concentrate before they begin to lose focus.  Each day, 

add a small amount of work or time to these tasks.  You might set a timer so you both know exactly 

when the time is completed or be specific about the expectations of work that needs to be completed. 

Adding a little bit each day will help your child build the stamina they need.  

It takes all of us to make this the best experience possible for your children.  Their smiles and 

excitement when they master something makes this job worthwhile every day.  Together we can 

support your students to make this journey a great one!  

Millerôs Marvels 

Read Naturally By The Numbers  

Our Read Naturally program is making a significant impact at Fairmount!  One hundred 

ten students currently participate in the Read Naturally program.  Thirteen students 

have graduated from the program...meaning they are performing at or above 

their given reading level.  Twenty -five students have advanced one reading level 

and three students have advanced two or more levels.  

These students are working very hard to achieve their goals and are making progress in their reading 

fluency.  For questions about Read Naturally, please contact Leslie Teteris at 1up@q.com  



 

5 

  Fairmount 5000 

  Family Fun Run/Walk Sponsorship 

  Sunday, May 6, 2012 
 

The PTA needs your support! Now is the time we start to look for sponsors for this great event.  If you own a 
business or have friends or family who do, please consider being a sponsor or asking those businesses if they 
would be interested in sponsoring our school. 
 

We are also grateful to our Friends of Fairmount who simply wish to contribute to the event without being a sponsor. 
Every sponsorship and donation counts!   So, please help us reach our PTA fundraising goals for this year.  The 
proceeds from this yearôs race will go toward the support and development of three key projects/programs for the 
2011/2012 school year.  These are the Read Naturally Program, a foreign language program and the further 
development of our Learning Landscape Project. 

 

Be on the lookout for the sponsorship form in upcoming Friday folders.  If you have any questions, please 

contact Mara Orchard at kmorchard40@msn.com . 

Community  
 

Jackson Morwood  

Jack Kelley  

Hunter Myers  

Connor Garrison  

Adrienne Harnum  

Alexander Cardenas  

Abby Troestler  

Jessie Asay 

Sydney Firebaugh  

Rachel Matveyuk  

Riley Jones  

Madison De Yoanna  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attitude  
 

Christi Cochran  

Madison Mote  

Norah Schumacher  

Ethan Bontrager  

Fashaun Adams  

Kyler McGilvrey  

Wyatt Johnson  

Jason Ha  

Sam Bauer  

Topher Penn  

Stanley Soehner  

Matthew McCartney  

Matt Funston  

Hailey Navratil  

 

 

 

 

Respect  
 

Arianna Valiente  

Katie Wood  

Lucy Vaughan  

Alana Martinez  

Brookelyn Siravo  

Mackenzie Lincoln  

Adi Ulehla  

Kimmie Pankratz  

Jordan West  

Kaylie Gordon  

Nola Stewart  

Alex Kimose  

Jacob Lawrence 

Sebastian Van Der Zaag  

Monique Martinez  

 

 

 

Excellence  
 

Hayden Carbone  

Jackie Pankratz  

Evan Keasling  

Aleya Ulehla  

Cade Ainsworth  

Aileen Le  

Kael Kleckner  

Katie Jordan  

Madi Pixler  

Nicole Day  

Shyan Grenier  

Tatum Miller  

Tea Del Grippo  

Joslyn Marrone  

Tyler Burt  

Katie Buchheit  

Asa Peterson 

Drew Johnson  

FAIRMOUNT HALL OF FAME  
The following students have demonstrated CARE behaviors and are being honored for the 

month of November on our Hall of Fame.   To read about their accomplishments, please visit our Hall 

of Fame wall located in the hallway leading from the cafeteria to the playground.  Congratulations to all 

of you and thank you for demonstrating that at Fairmount we CARE!  Keep up the great work.  

mailto:kmorchard40@msn.com
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ART SHOW  

 

Each year, Fairmount is 
transformed into a gallery of 
artwork produced by your 

children.  This year, I am 
looking for some extra help with the all -

school art show.  I would like to create 
more of a ñgallery atmosphereò in the 

cafeteria.  
 

I have several ideas envisioned, but I 

would need to clone myself at least 10 
times to make it happen!  Thatôs where 

you come in.  I need your creativity and 
input to pull it off.  I plan to have a 
meeting in February to begin the planning.  
 

If you are interested in helping me, please 

send me an email and I will add you to my 
list and will contact you as soon as I know 

what day will work best.  
  

Again, thank  you all for your 

continued support!  
 

Marilyn Day  

Mountain Vista Community Project 
 

We had another successful year for our Mt. Vista Community Project!  

Mrs. Hope lead the 6 th  graders in an amazing program for the residents.  

The generous families at Fairmount donated enough gifts for each resident 

at Mt. Vista to receive one!  

This is an important program with a long tradition that could not happen if 

it werenõt for all the fabulous volunteers who help with drawings, collecting 

and transporting of gifts, typing all the lists, the teachers who graciously 

allow us to conduct the drawings, our wonderful office staff for all the 

extra help and guidance, custodial crew for supplying boxes for transporting the gifts, Mrs. Hope 

for putting together the music program, Linda at Mt. Vista for supplying the gift requests from 

the residents, the families who donate gifts, and the 6 th  graders who bring the holiday spirit to 

the residents at Mt. Vista.  

This is a project where, as they say, it truly takes a village.  Thank you all for everything you 

have done to support this amazing program!  

Sincerely,  

Terri Kilgroe  

Fix'n Denver  
 

 

 

303-345-1627  

303-917-5489 

24-hour Water, Fire  

& Flood Restoration  

  

Structural Drying  

& Reconstruction  

 

Eco-Friendly Company  

IICRC Certified  
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We are a full-service 

Therapeutic Skin Care Center 

 

Adrianna Mollendor, C.L.S. 

Medical Aesthetician 

303-250-3793 

www.GoldenGlowSkin.com 

50% OFF OF ANY FACIAL    

During the month of January  

For Fairmount Families!!!  

922 Washington Ave., Ste. 200 

Historic Downtown Golden Located Inside Golden Pilates 

The Importance of Attendance  
 

At the October 20 and November 17 meetings of the Fairmount Accountability Committee, the 

importance of having students maintain strong attendance at school was discussed and enthusiastically 

endorsed.  The Committee strongly discourages unexcused attendances, especially week - long vacations 

when school is in session.  Such prolonged absences can be detrimental to students, their classes, their 

teachers, and the schoolôs academic standing. 

 

Students lose when they donôt attend school, because missed instruction is difficult to make up.  

Teachers donôt have time to repeat all the material the absentees miss, leaving those students to teach 

themselves.  Having to play ñcatch-upò usually leads to decreased academic performance, which 

eventually can return to haunt students with lower grades on tests.  

 

Students who miss CSAP or equivalent testing must take a make -up exam.  Those students tend to 

score lower than if they had been present during the regularly scheduled testing period.  Not only is 

that outcome detrimental to students, it can lead to a misallocation of remedial resources.  Moreover, 

as a schoolôs test scores decrease, the number of students (especially top students) who enroll at the 

school decreases.  This downward  spiraling vortex is to no oneôs advantage. 

 

Therefore, the Fairmount Accountability Committee strongly encourages parents to ensure their 

children attend school whenever they are not ill.  You can help by checking the Jefferson County School 

Districtôs academic calendar in advance, to ensure you are not scheduling family vacations during 

instructional weeks.  By working together with the faculty, staff, and administrators, we can continue to 

improve the academic performance of individual students and all of Fairmount Elementary School.  

 

Help us achieve the goal of perfect attendance by all students!  

 

--   Joe Meyer, Accountability Committee Chairperson  


