
 

  

Honoring Our Best and Brightest  

This year we are recognizing our 

amazing students a little differently.  

Instead of monthly CARE assemblies,   

we will honor students that are 

demonstrating Fairmountôs CARE 

(Community, Attitude, Respect, 

Excellence) traits in another way.  

Each month students will be selected 

for each category to be a part of our 

ñWall of Fameò.  When a student 

earns this honor, his or her picture 

and a description of what they did to 

achieve it will be posted on the wall.   

Parents will be contacted if their 

student is being recognized.  

Students who have been added our 

ñWall of Fameò are listed in this 

monthôs newsletter. 

We have so many fantastic students 

who are making good choices and 

achieving excellence every day.  This 

new program gives us an opportunity 

to honor more kids each month!  We 

are continuing our school -wide ticket 

program, lunch room table, and 

weekly drawings for prizes.  
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6th  ¶ PTA meeting  

     3:45 p.m.  

15th  ¶ Accountability   

5:30 p.m. 

16th  ¶ 6th grade to 

Mountain Vista 

Dec 19 th  
Jan - 3rd 

¶ WINTER BREAK  

Jan 4th  ¶ School Starts 

DECEMBER 

Dates to 

Remember:  

FROM THE PRINCIPAL  
 

 

Fairmount Elementary 
15975 W. 50th Ave. 
Golden, CO 80403 

 

Main Office: 303.982.5422 
 

Attendance Line: 
303.982.5400 

Brady Stroup, Principal : 
303.982.6562 

Bus Terminal: 303.982.1998 

§ Take A Look At These Volunteer Opportunities 2 

§ Fairmount Hall of Fame 4 

§ Gifts For Mountain Vista Due Dec 12, 13, 14 8 

§ News From Mrs. Ruppel and Mrs. Hope 11 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:  

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION 

You did it again!  We collected $725.40 in Box -Tops for our October 

submission.  This is the highest amount we have ever raised in October!  

Special thanks to Bob and Joi Huebel for their tremendous help 

in trimming and counting Box -Tops!  The famous Box -Tops 

Race is coming in January and February, so keep on collecting!  

Amy Thomas, Box - Tops Coordinator  

Treats for 

Troops  

A great big thank you to 

students and parents who 

brought in leftover 

Halloween candy for 

ñTreats for Troopsò.  It 

wa s a n o th e r  v e ry 

successful year.  We 

collected enough candy to 

fill eight medium -

large packing 

boxes...WOW!   
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Happy holidays, everyone!   That busy time of the 
year is here and everyone is looking for ideas for 

Christmas gifts.  We want to remind you to consider 
purchasing re - loadable King Soopers grocery gift cards.  

Your use of the cards helps support Fairmount PTA and 
earns money for you to use toward next yearôs 
registration fees.  You pay only for the face -value  of the 
card and 2.5%  goes back into an account  for your 
family.  

The Kings Soopers cards make great stocking stuffers 

and you can use them to purchase other gift cards  
available at King Soopers for many different retailers 
and restaurants such as Target, Gap, Barnes and 
Noble, Best Buy, etc . You can do a lot of your 
Christmas shopping with these cards or just get 
something for yourself.  Many people have earned 

hundreds of dollars in their accounts.  What an easy 

way to help pay for school fees and earn money for the 
PTA! 

The goal for the Kings Soopers program is to earn 
$20,000 for our PTA this year.  Through October, we 
have earned $7,500 or 38% of our goal.  This is a great 
start, so keep using your re - loadable cards.  

Our next PTA meeting is on December 6 at 3:45 
p.m. in the school library.  Child watch is 
available.   This month, we will be providing an update 
on the Foreign Language program that we recently 
voted to support and we will hear coordinator updates 

the Game Leader Program, Read Naturally and Learning 
Landscapes.  

Thank you for all of your support for Fairmount PTA and 
our wonderful school!  

Remember to take the time this season to ðlive, 
laugh and love.  

 

Happy Holidays!!!  

The PTA Board  

DECEMBER ñ 

Programs to watch for:  

PTA HAPPENINGS  

6th grade to visit Mountain Vista:   

Every year, our 6th grade students 

collect gifts from Fairmount families to 

give to the residents at Mountain Vista 

Nursing Home.  Students visit Mountain 

Vista the day before Winter Break 

begins to present a musical program 

and gifts to the residents. The residents 

look forward to it and our students 

really enjoy the time together.  

Participation forms were sent home in 

your studentôs Friday folder.  

If you didnôt receive a 

form and your student 

would like to participate, 

please contact Terri 

Kilgroe  at 303 - 216 - 2776.  

Fairmount Elementary and Fairmount PTA may not necessarily endorse businesses that advertise herein.  

Volunteer Opportunities Available  
 

The students, staff and PTA need your help.  Please take a look at the 

list of opportunities below and contact Kristi Hard at 
VP@fairmountpta.org  if you have interest in a position or just want 
to learn more about it.  

¶ Talent Show Coordinator  (learn this year/take over next year)  

 -  Time commitment is January and February                
 -  Coordinate try -outs, talent show and show volunteers  

¶ Website Coordinator  

 -  Assist in converting to new website and maintain/update 
 website once established                                                                 
 -  Time commitment is flexible with your schedule as 
 needed throughout the year  

¶ Enrichment Program Coordinator  

 -  Assist in scheduling current, identifying/researching new 
 and evaluating existing student enrichment programs             
 -  Help identify leaders for each program                                           
 -  Time commitment is flexible with your schedule as 
 needed throughout the year  

¶ Annual 990 Filing for Non - profit Orgs  

 -  CPA or Bookkeeping experience is helpful                        
 -  1 to 2 days of work to be completed anytime between 

 Sept and Nov 15  

¶ Advertising Coordinator for the Newsletter and Directory  

 -  Flexible work done in Sept/Oct when you can fit it in            
 -  Maintain contact with current advertisers and interested 
 advertisers via email and phone  

¶ Crossing Guard/Bus Line Coordinator  

 -  Schedule volunteers and be available to oversee the 
 crosswalk and bus lines after school each day  

The PTA board is discussing 

some changes to the PTA 

website to make it more user -

friendly to families as well as 

make it a place where you can find all of 

the information that is important to you 

as a Fairmount parent.  A part of this is 

evaluating some capacity issues we are 

having with our current site.  The 

monthly Fairmount Focus will be 

delivered to you in print in your childôs 

Friday folder until these issues are 

addressed.   
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  Fairmount 5000 

   Family Fun Run    Sponsorship Opportunities 

    Sunday, May 6, 2012 

Fairmount PTA needs your support!  Now is the time when we start to look for sponsors for this great event.  If you 
own a business or have friends or family who do, please consider being a sponsor or asking those businesses if 
they would be interested in sponsoring our school. 

We are also grateful to our ñFriends of Fairmountò who simply wish to contribute to the event without being a 
sponsor.  Every sponsorship and donation counts!  So, please help us reach our PTA fundraising goals for this year.  
The proceeds from this yearôs race will go toward three main goals for the 2011/2012 school year: support of the 
Read Naturally Program, further development of our Leaning Landscape project and the development of a foreign 
language enrichment program for students. 

If you have any questions, please contact Mara Orchard at kmorchard40@msn.com . 

Student Council  
 

We are up and rolling!  Representatives from 4th, 5th and 6th grade are helping Fairmount be a better 
place for our students and the community.  Our annual Hall-o-Gram sale was a big "scary" success.  We 
made $174!  With the help of Fairmount families, we provided kids at another elementary school food for 
Thanksgiving.  Thank you to students and families for donating food to make this possible.  Student 
council representatives continue to recycle materials from classrooms.  Sprit Week is coming up in 
December.  Tell your child to look for posters around the school and listen to morning announcements.  
Also, please remember to check for items in Lost and Found. 

Community  

 

Alex Kwok  

Addison OôMalley 

Jonah Wimbish  

Bradlee Wallen  

Mason Smith  

Dillon Varholdt  

Shelby Robb  

Monique Cauley  

Ella Ganter  

Olivia Desmond  

Jake Shelton  

 

 

 

 

 

Attitude  

 

Haylee Vannoy  

Trent DelGrippo  

Cami Doody  

Kali Braning  

Madi Petri  

Jake Wade  

Annalise Cantwell  

Jimmy Buckner  

Kailey Robb  

Katie Doucette  

Jenna Colombo  

Luke Maestas  

Ashley West  

Juan Vasquez  

Natalia Antkowiak  

Gina Stolper  

Respect  

 

Ian Amhaus  

Magnus Peterson  

Erick Meyer  

Reese Franklin  

Alex Mauger  

Riley Cass  

Madison Major  

Reagan Robinson  

Garrett Elm - Picard  

Caedan Berndt  

Connor Gordon  

Alex Kim  

 

 

 

 

Excellence  

 

Katelyn Novacek  

Carly Kelly  

Trey Wallen  

Bree Khatiyavong  

George Bauer  

Mackenzie Larrenaga  

Delaney Schiffbauer  

Kayla Simon  

Ashlyn Wagner  

Oscar Roybal  

Ben Idler  

Morgan Krasovich  

FAIRMOUNT HALL OF FAME  

The following students have demonstrated CARE behaviors and are being honored for the month of 

October on our Hall of Fame.  To read about their accomplishments, please visit our Hall of Fame wall 

located in the hallway leading from the cafeteria to the playground.  Congratulations to all of you and 

thank you for demonstrating that at Fairmount we CARE!  Keep up the great work.  

mailto:kmorchard40@msn.com
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ART ART ART  

  
Wow this trimester just flew by!!   We have been so busy in the art room.   Please visit the Fairmount art 

blog to see your kids in action.   I uploaded new photos over Thanksgiving break!  Hereôs what weôve been up to... 
 

1st grade  
First graders have been painting up a storm in the art room.   Lines and shapes are everywhere!  Pumpkins, birds, 

and now ceramic owls are showing up!  We are so lucky to have Mrs.  Pankratz leading the way for our young artists!  
 

2nd grade  
Second graders are professional portrait artists now!.. They were introduced to Pablo Picasso and his cubist 

portraits.  We drew self -portraits, made a Picasso - inspired portrait, and used our observational drawing skills 
to recreate Picasso's ñLady in a Hatò.  We are currently  working on  our clay coil bowls.   They are looking great!  

 
3rd grade  

Third graders have been trying their hands at sewing and weaving.   It took them a while to get the hang of it 

and now they wonôt stop!  Their sewn "freeform" projects are currently hanging in the front hall.   We begin ceramic 
bells and are beginning to add our birds to the tops of the bells.  

 

4th grade  
Fourth  graders created some terrific machines.   Some feed the dog, some water plants and there were a 
couple that delivered you to the front door of Fairmount!   We learned what simple machines are and how 

they work.   We looked at cartoonist Rube Goldberg and his silly contraptions!   We learned about the 

more famous artist Leonardo  daVinci and looked at some of his inventions.   Did you know he had 
drawings of a helicopter and a tank!  We are now onto a review of radial symmetry.   

 
5th grade  

This  group is constantly amazing me!   I will be doing an art in -service on December 1 and will be using their work to 
demonstrate color theory and how to implement it into a studentôs art.  They are learning more about the color 

wheel and how to make a variety of colors using only the original hues.   We talked about contemporary artist 
Steve  Roden and looked at his artwork.   He creates codes and then paints the code as he listens to a piece of music.  
Students created their own codes using the color wheel and then painted this onto their drawings.  They also learned 

about the contrasts between black and white and color within a piece of art.  They are  truly UNBELIEVABLE!  
 

6th grade  
Mixed media is a difficult concept for many trained artist to create, so I, of course, gave it to 

our talented sixth graders.  They are AWESOME!   Students had to use a variety of art 
materials to create a self -portrait.   The image should reflect the studentôs likes such as their 

favorite things to do, what their favorite colors are, as well as, give you a hint  as to  who they 
are.  They are currently on display in the front hall.  

Tutoring with Sue  

  Contact Sue Foster at 303 - 467 - 0152 to get your child the help they need to succeed!  

&   Paraprofessional at Fairmount for 4 years  

&   Tutoring in reading, writing and math  

&   Experienced with various reading strategies  

&   All ages & all grades (K through 6th grade)  

&   Classes in my home, close to Fairmount  

&   Reasonable rates  

Is your child struggling with homework and assignments?  

Is homework a nightly battle?  

Are you unhappy with assessment and test results?  

Individual tutoring provides extra one - on- one time to 

support what your child does in school, relieving stress 

for both you and your child.  

Let me help!  
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THE FAIRMOUNT FOCUS  

Published monthly by Fairmount PTA  

Editor, Dee Ann Lord  

 303.216.1203 (deeannlord@gmail.com)  
 

EXECUTIVE BOARD  

President, Kaye Becker  

 303.855.0167 (president@fairmountpta.org)  

Vice President, Kristi Hard  

303.279.3703 (vp@fairmountpta.org)  

2nd Vice President, Brady Stroup  

303.982.6562 (bstroup@jeffco.k12.co.us)  

Vice President, Finance, Michelle Schiffbauer  

303.940.0130 (finance@fairmountpta.org)  

Secretary, Julie Bianco  

303.273.5855  (finance@fairmountpta.org)  

Treasurer, Mara Orchard  

720.837.5217  (finance@fairmountpta.org)  

 

 

 

 

We are a full-service 

Therapeutic Skin Care Center 

 

Adrianna Mollendor, C.L.S. 

Medical Aesthetician 

303-250-3793 

www.GoldenGlowSkin.com 

Look and Feel 

�´�<�2�8�1�*���$�*�$�,�1���µ 

922 Washington Ave., Ste. 200 

Historic Downtown Golden Located Inside Golden Pilates 

Accountability Committee Congratulates 
Fairmount  

 
The Fairmount Accountability Committee congratulates the students, 
staff, faculty and administrators of Fairmount Elementary for the 
excellent performance on the CSAP test last spring.  The median 
student growth percentiles were 71, 71 and 69 (out of a maximum 
possible of 99) in math, reading, and writing, respectively.  This 
means that between 2010 and 2011, half of the Fairmount students 
who took the test showed as much or more growth in CSAP test 
achievement than did 69% to 71% of the rest of the elementary 
students in Colorado.  The growth scores track improvement by 
individual students from year-to-year, and each student is compared 
to the same group of students from year-to-year. 
 
This is truly outstanding achievement that catapulted Fairmount into 
the category of having strong test scores and strong annual 
improvement (i.e., being on the cutting edge of elementary school 
performance).  To place this performance in a more quantitative 
perspective, Fairmount was one of the top five out of 107 Jefferson 
County elementary schools for median student growth percentile in 
each of the three categories: math, reading, and writing; and it was 
only one of two elementary schools to achieve that triple top-five 
distinction.  (If you must know, Warder was the other school.) 
 
Fairmount students have demonstrated excellent growth during the 
past few years, making Fairmount a place to be for elementary 
education in Jefferson County.  We attribute this to hard work by the 
students, staff, faculty, and administrators; to the adoption of new 
instructional programs; and to a renewed attitude of intra- and inter-
grade coordination and cooperation. 
 
�/�H�W�¶�V���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J�� �K�D�U�G�� �D�W�� �K�R�P�H�� �D�Q�G�� �L�Q�� �V�F�K�R�R�O���� �W�R���P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q��
this momentum!  
 
--  Joe Meyer, Accountability Committee Chairperson  


